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GOVERNOR ADAMS INAUGURAL. 


To the Honorable Senate and 


House of Representatives of Colerado: 


I enter upon the duties of the office to which the voice 
of our people has called me.with a full appreciation of the 
solemnity of the oath which I have taken, and of the obliga- 
tions which it imposes So grave are these responsibilities 
that I question my ability to meet the requirements of the 
position; but, animated with an honest purpose and good 
intentions, I trust to Him who rules the destiny of nations 
and notes the sparrow's fall to give me that light which 
will enable me to do that which is best for our people, 
which will “secure the present prosperity and lay the founda- 
tion for the future glory of Colorado Our geographical 
location, our climate, the extent and diversity of our 
territory, the richness and variety of our natural resources 
combined, give us the promise of a career that is pregnant 
with wonderful possibilities. Wisdom and integrity in our 
law makers, loyalty and intelligence in our executive and 
judicial departments, can create from the lavish ‘heritage 
which nature has given us, the most perfect commonwealth 
in the Nation. Our position in the procession of States 
carries with it a moral obligation which we cannot, evade. 
As the newest State we should be the best, .Before.us, for 
our guidance, is the history- of the. achievements -and the 


N 
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failures of other States. From these annals we should 
garner that which is good and reject that which is bad. 


ADVANTAGES OF A NEW STATE. 


A new State that does not equal or surpass an older 
State in all those elements which contribute to the building 
of a perfect political creation; that does not show progress 
in those arts, reforms and refinements that adorn life and 
make happy and prosperous homes; that does not strive to 
attain a higher plane of-civilization than that occupied by 
its sister States, has not utilized its opportunities, has been 
recreant to the duties which its position in the march of 
events impose. Our career should be an exposition of all 
the benefits of a free government. Here, in this liberty- 
inspiring atmosphefe, free schools, free labor, free religion 
and a free ballot should grow as freely and luxuriantly as 
da the flowers and verdure under an equatorial sun. 


LAW MAKERS. 


To you, as the law-making representatives of the people, 
we must look for such legislation as the wants and protec- 
tion of our citizens demand. Our State has been injured 
by careless and vicious legislation, Let it suffer no longer. 
Unembarrassed by senatorjal conflicts, you have only to 
devote your energies to needed and beneficial laws... You 
are business men, and business methods should characterize 
your official life. The State is entitled to the same business 
prudence, the same economy, the same careful scrutiny 
which you give to your own affairs. More than this we 
do not expect, less you cannot afford to give. 


And now, as you go back to your duties, let justice and 
not prejudice rule your voice. Let the good of the State 
and not political sentiment be the guiding star of your offi- 
cial conduct, and your record will be an honor to your- 
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selves, a source of pride to your friends, and ıt will clam 
the gratitude of your State 


NOT A CLEARANCE HOUSE 


Notwithstanding the record and practices of the Legis- 
lature of two years ago, I know that you will endorse the 
sentiment that a Legislature was not designed as a clear- 
ance house through which the personal and political obli- 
gations of its members are to be paid at the expense of the 
State treasury ‘ 


- The wasteful. and dishonest extravagance of the last 
labia ıs about the only achievement for which it is 
remembered. Let the present Legislature be cherished for 
its rigid and honest economy, for the burdens of which it 
has relieved the people, and not-for those it has imposed. 


Many of the questions which you will consider will” be 
of vital importance to our people, ‘and in your deliberations 
you should not Jet the pressure of present necessities make 
you forget our future wants We must' build for the time 
to come as well as to-day In the building of'a govern- 
mental fabtic, as in the construction of a house; ‘the founda- 
tion is the most important. E : 


Some of the subjects to which I refer have been more 
fully treated in the message of Governor Eaton, but so im- 
portant are they that 1 cannot refrain from calling. atten- 
tion to them again. I take this occasion to express my ap--- 
preciation of the faithful service which Governor Eaton has 
rendered Colorado, and as I assume the mantle of office 
which he lays down, I can only bope to equal him in 
integrity and manly qualities. | 


SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. ' 


i - 


When the question of water rights claims. your- atten- 
tention, some system should be devised that -will -prevent 
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intrusion upon the vested rights of our farmers. Priority 
of use of water and construction of ditches should be a 
perfect and inviolate title, and in this property they should 
be protecled, no matter how poor and humble the posses- 
sor or how rich and powerful the agg ressor. 


The care of the criminal and the unfortunate is one -of 
the problems of the time. Reformation, as well as punish- 
ment, must be considered, and that system is best which 
. best combines these two principles. Moral and Christian 
influence should be united with strict and manly discipline 
in our Penitentiary. 1 have been petitioned by the life men 
in our Penitentiary for a change in our laws that will give 
them the benefit of the good time law, as in the case of all 
other prisoners, and as their prayer is but the cry of mis- 
fortune asking for hope, it should not be denied them. 
With the grave as the only termination of the sentence, we 
place a cloud over the life of a criminal which punishment 
does not demand and humanity cannot approve Condemn 
for the natural life of a culprit, but express in a given num- 
ber of years as determined by the scientific tables used by 
life insurance companies; from this sentence deduct the 
time saved by good conduct, faithful service and obedience. 
By this change you will strengthen rather than weaken the’ 
hand of discipline, and you will raise a star of hope over 
the horizon of a stricken life. In this connection I desire 
to repeat the recommendation of Governor Eaton concern- 
ing capital punishment—that as long as this penalty -is 
deemed necessary you will command that the victim suffer 
in private. A public execution is a disgrace ¡to our State 
and a reproach to those who desire to witness such an 
exhibition. $ 


> 


DISTRIBUTION OF STATE FUNDS. 


I do not think it was the intent of our Constitution that. 
the distribution of State funds should be used as an 
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element of political strength, or,that the interest derived 
from. State deposits should be considered..as the, personal 
profit of the State Treasurer. If it be necessary, a law 
should be passed that will prevent these abuses, giving to 
the State all interest and profit arising from State funds. 


THE DAIRY INDUSTRY. 


Make such changes in our laws relating to imitations of 
butter as will promote and foster our dairy interests. Col- 
orado has facilities for becoming a great dairy State: Such 
a future will preserve the health of consumers and augment | 
the prosperity of producers You cannot- be- wrong in 
taking vigorous action against adulterations, imitations and 
frauds of all kinds. If cheap food means adulteration and 
poison, then it is better to pay more.and receive in return 
that which will nourish our bodies and preserve our health. 
Economy is a virtue, but when practiced at the expense of 
our strength and the health of our children it becomes a 


vice. ae 


4 AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. ~~ - 


‘ 


.The encouragement of good laws should be given. to 
the agriculturist, the horticulturist, and to every industry 
which develops our own resources, that helps to make us 
independent by producing that which we consume. We 
import too much and export too little. We should import 
only those products which we cannot produce, while our 
rule has been to produce only that which we cannot im- 
port. If we would grow rich and prosperous we must pro- 
duce as much as possible, and import only what absolute 
hecessity demands If we would grow strong, we must 
be independent to the full extent of our ability. If all the 
butter, cheese, meats, fruits, berries, poultry, eggs, Vege- 
tables, grain, hay and other products of the soil that are 
consumed in Colorado could be bought from our own farm- 
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ers "and ¡producers, it would send a wave of prosperity 
over our agricultural interests that would benefit every 
industry in the State. 


COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS. 


Extravagance and bad management have embarrassed 
many of the counties of our State, and I hope that your 
wisdom will enable you to devise some way by which 
their just and honest debts can be adjusted to the satisfac- 
tion of the creditor, and to the benefit of the counties 
The disgrace of repudiation and the misfortunes of bank- 
ruptcy must be avoided with equal care. 


STATE LANDS. 


The disposal of State lands should be upon a basis that 
will best promote the permanent good of our State. Large 
bodies of land should be sold only upon condition that 
water be placed upon it within a reasonable time. The 
individual settler rather than the speculator should be 
encouraged, The possession of large tracts of land by 
combinations of rich men is an obstacle to our develop- 
ment, and a menace to our prosperity, and while we may 
not be able to prevent we should not encourage it. There 
is more of good, more of strength to the State in a single 
farm that is tilled and utilized by an individual farmer and 
his family than in thousands of acres that are held for 
speculative purposes, While the wealthy may adorn our 
cities with their beautiful mansions, fill the streets with 
gorgeous equipages, and worship in magnificent temples, 
it is, after all, the humble citizen who by his diligence 
acquires a small portion of our domain and, with the pro- 
ducts of his own labor, builds a modest home in which to 
rear a hardy, industrious and independent family, that is 
the glory and the hope'of the State and Nation. Every 
man who owns an acre of land and upon it builds a home 
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will always be a safe citizen and a friend of good govern- 
ment, 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


The pride we take in our public schools will induce 
such care as will sustain them in their present creditable 
condition. Proud as we are of the educational record 
which our State has made, there are in the future still 
more brilliant fields of intellectual conquests. Our foca- 
tion, our climate, with its health-giving and invigorating 
qualities, will enable the student to do more earnest, intel- 
lectual work, and sustain better health, than in any other 
portion of our country. These qualities will, in the time 
to come, make Colorado an important factor in the higher 
education of the Nation. 


A generous liberality to schools that give superior 
educational facilities to the poor and moderate circum- 
stanced will, in the end, prove to be the highest type of 
economy. Education 1s cheaper than prisons, cheaper than 
police and armies, and, while it 1s a barrier of protection, a 
shield of safety, it is at the same time a fountain from which 
comes good citizens. 


My deepest concern is for the growth and development 
of those schools which are accessible to the poorer classes, 
where the children of labor can learn the duties of Ameri- 
can citizenship, and where they can-procure without cost 
that culture which will enable them to appreciate the 
responsibilities of life, and make them intelligent and 
ambitious fathers and mothers. : 


THE MILITIA. 
Believing that to be prepared for war is the best guaran- 


tee of peace, I consider it the duty of Nation and State to 
make provisions for a well disciplined and a well organized 
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militia. In no State is there better material for building 
up a militia than we possess in the young men of Colo- 
rado. Encouragement would create an organization that 


` would be a source of pride in times of peace and a shield 


of protection in days of trouble. 
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


There should be a perfect organization of the State 
Board of Health. From them it would be well to have an 


official publication of our climatic advantages, as a knowl- - 


edge of the health-giving properties of our climate would 
invite immigration and make Colorado the sanitarium of the 
Nation. 

RAILROADS. 


The wonderful zrowth of railroads has introduced a new 
factor into legislation, a new element into the civilization of 
the nineteenth century. They have carried development 
into the remote parts of ourland. They have conquered the 
wilderness, borne civilization to the haunts of savage life. 
They have destroyed the frontier of our Nation and made 
every State of one kin. In this career of marvelous 
achievements they have so often manifested an inclination 
to control the sources of legislation and to ignore the just 
rights of the people from whom they derived their corpor- 
ate life, that, with no desire to check their progress, no wish 
to impose burdens that will interfere with the full and free 
exercise and enjoyment of the legitimate functions of their 
business, it seems but the dictates of common prudence to 
place around them certain barriers and restrictions before 
they become all-powerful and omnipotent. This is one of 
the embarrassing questions which you will consider, but if 


you are guided by justice and fairness you will reach a con- 


clusion that will afford protection to the people and will 
not be oppressive upon the corporations, There must be 
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no discrimination between communities or individuals. 
There must be no favoritism, which gives prosperity to one 
concern and inflicts bankruptcy upon its competitor. All 
patrons of a railroad should be treated with absolute equal- 
ity. This equality is to be determined by locality and cost 
of service. These are but the principles of common hon- 
esty and business fairness, and to their operation the rail- 
roads should not object. 


With both the railroads and the people there are vested 
tights, and in these both should be protected With no 
desire to oppress, we simply desire to guard against op- 
pression. Recognizing the part they have performed in 
the development of our State, we wish to accord every right 
and liberty of action that does not encroach upon the rights 
and prosperity of individuals and communities We wish 
to be the friends, but not the slaves, of corporate power. 
As a State cannot afford to do wrong, we must be cautious, 
in seeking the common principle which will give justice to 
State and railroad alike,that we are not ourselves unjust. 
In seeking the true medium we should impose no burden 
that would deter the building of railroads and put a stop to 
the millions of capital which are now being poured into 
the channels of Colorado commerce, 


STATE TAXES. 


The people demand from us a uniform system of taxa- 
tion, and that such taxes shall be expended with economy 
and in legitimate channels for the benefit of the State. 
Necessity and justice are the only true criterions of public 
expenditure, Extravagance with the people's money is 
not an indiscretion only—it is a crime. As custodians for 
the State, we have no right to be generous—only just. A 
good name and integrity are as desirable in a community 
as in an individual, and as men protect their homes and 
shield those they love, so should we defend,the honor of 
our State and protect its fair name from every taint. An 
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honest character, good laws faithfully administered, induce: 
immigration and attracts capital; these develop our resource: 
and bring prosperity.* 


THOSE THAT TOIL. 


In our ministrations for the good of our State, let us 
not forget that the great majority for whom we legislate 
are those who toil, and even in prosperous times it is upor 
these that rest the heaviest crosses of life. There will eve: 
` be hewers of wood and drawers of water, and wherever the 
dreariness of their existence can be brightened, where theii 
burdens can be lightened, where hope and light can be 
sent into their lives, there it is the duty of modern govern: 
ment and modern civilization to lend a helping hand. 


It has been customary to make laws and direct legisla 
tion to accord with the desires and advantages of the afflu 
ent and wealthy, and while they should receive full consid 
eration and protection, you should remember as well thos 
whose lines of life have been cast upon the fields c 
poverty, privation and labor. There is certainly as muck 
glory in giving strength to the hand of toil and in relieving 
the distress of poverty and want as there can be in adding 
to the luxury and plenty of the rich. 


We stand upon the threshold of a prosperous year, and 
I hope its prosperity will not be marred by any conflic 
between capital and labor. Wise and intelligent laws 
generous and fair employers, can do much, and if, in con 
junction with these, labor will close its ears to the voice o 
the demagogue and be guided by the principles of industry 
frugality and temperance, it will put an end to strikes 
lockouts and trouble, while the wounds and marks o 
poverty and distress will be forgotten in the dawning of : 
brighter day. 

ALVA ADAMS, 


Governor of Colorade 


